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Toehold 
By: Margot Wizansky 

 

Every day you make the choice to live 
on the slippery ledge, where you almost always 
fail to find a toehold, mesmerized as you are 
by the gelid clarity of water or the far-off blow 
of some blue-green radiance, the steely whistle 
of work and money, the softer mist of love, 
everything draws you-the cold burn seizing 
anyone who stands up in the boat. Paddle 
through the irresistible archway. Take a piece 
of the iceberg to chill your cocktail. It can 
roll over you. Virtue will carry you only so far 
and help never comes fast enough. 
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